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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention \v;is patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign countn or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-23, 25-26 and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Kishimoto (JP-A-1 1-240226) 

Regarding claim 1, 21 and 25-26 Kishimoto discloses: A print controller (note paragraph 018, 
the computer) for controlling an image print unit to print an index image on a recording medium 
to be used for separation when a printed record medium is recycled (note paragraph 0003, also 
note paragraphs 0030-003 1) comprising: an output unit that outputs image data representing an 
image to be printed on the record medium to the image print unit (note paragraphs 001 1-0014) 
and an index unit that determines the index image to be printed on the record medium together 
with the image by the image print unit based on a printing condition (note paragraphs 001 1-0014, 
wherein the index image is presented on the paper as determined). 

Regarding claim 2 Kishimoto discloses: The print controller as claimed in claim 1, wherein the 
printing condition is determined based on at least one of the image data and type of the record 
medium (note paragraphs 0030-0031). 

Regarding claim 3 Kishimoto discloses: The print controller as claimed in claim 1, further 
comprising: an index print unit that produces image data representing the index image (note 
paragraph 0030). 

Regarding claim 4 Kishimoto discloses: The print controller as claimed in claim 3, wherein the 
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index print unit causes the output unit to output the image data so as to include the image data 
representing the index image (note paragraphs 01 17-0118). 

Regarding claim 5 Kishimoto discloses: The print controller as claimed in claim 1, wherein the 
index unit includes a print ratio calculation unit that calculates the occupation ratio of the image 
to the record medium on which the image is printed as a print ratio; and the index unit 
determines the index image based on the print ratio (note paragraphs 0050-0054). 
Regarding claim 6 Kishimoto discloses: The print controller as claimed in claim 5, wherein the 
print ratio calculation unit calculates the print ratio based on the number of pixels of the image to 
be printed (note paragraph 0017). 

Regarding claim 7 Kishimoto discloses: The print controller as claimed in claim 5, wherein the 
print ratio represents the ratio of the area of the image to the area of both sides of the record 
medium on which the image is to be printed (note paragraphs 0085-0095). 
Regarding claim 8 Kishimoto discloses: The print controller as claimed in claim 5, wherein the 
index unit determines a group name for the separation and determines the index image so as to 
represent the group name (note paragraphs 0017-0029). 

Regarding claim 9 Kishimoto discloses: The print controller as claimed in claim 8, wherein the 
index unit determines the group name based on color of the image (note paragraphs 0117-0119 
and 0127-128). 

Regarding claim 10 Kishimoto discloses: The print controller as claimed in claim 1, further 
comprising: a medium judgment unit that judges a type of the record medium; wherein the index 
unit determines the index image based on the type of the record medium (note paragraphs 001- 
0013). 
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Regarding claim 11 Kishimoto discloses: The print controller as claimed in claim 10, wherein 
the medium judgment unit judges the type of the record medium based on an entry operation 
(note paragraphs 0030-0031). 

Regarding claim 12 Kishimoto discloses: The print controller as claimed in claim 10, wherein 
the index unit determines a group name for the separation based on the type of the record 
medium and determines the index image so as to represent the group name (note paragraphs 
0052-0055). 

Regarding claim 13 Kishimoto discloses: The print controller as claimed in claim 1, wherein the 
index unit determines a group name for the separation and determines the index image so as to 
represent the group name; and the index unit changes a criterion for determining the group name 
based on entry operation (note Figs.36&47, paragraphs 01 16-0120). 

Regarding claim 14 Kishimoto discloses: The print controller as claimed in claim 1, wherein the 
index image includes a bar code representing an index indication description thereof (note 
paragraphs 0037-0040). 

Regarding claim 15 Kishimoto discloses: The print controller as claimed in claim 5, wherein 
the index image includes the print ratio (note paragraphs 0050-0057). 

Regarding claim 16 Kishimoto discloses: The print controller as claimed in claim 3, wherein 
the index print unit causes the image print unit to print the index image on the same side of the 
record medium as the image (note Fig. 5). 

Regarding claim 17 Kishimoto discloses: The print controller as claimed in claims 1 , further 
comprising an inhibition unit that inhibits an operation of the index print unit based on entry 
operation (note 0033-0040). 
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Regarding claim 18 Kishimoto discloses: The print controller as claimed in claims 1, wherein 
the index unit decides the index image based on color of the image (note paragraphs 0127-0129). 
Regarding claim 19 Kishimoto discloses: The print controller as claimed in claims 1, wherein 
the index unit decides the index image based on a size of the recording medium (note paragraphs 
0043-0044). 

Regarding claim 20 Kishimoto discloses: The print controller as claimed in claims 1, wherein 
the index unit decides the index image based on a content of the image (note paragraphs 0044- 
0045. paragraphs 0055-0056). 

Regarding claim 22 Kishimoto discloses: The image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 21, 
further comprising a scanner to scan an image from an original; and a data producing unit that 
produces the image data based on the scanned image; wherein the output unit outputs the image 
data produced by the data producing unit (note paragraphs 0116-0118). 

Regarding claim 23 Kishimoto discloses: The image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 21, 
wherein the image forming apparatus is capable of receiving data from an external data sending 
apparatus; the image forming apparatus further comprising a data receiving unit that receives 
data; and a data producing unit that produces the image data based on the received data; wherein 
the output unit outputs the image data produced by the data producing unit (paragraphs 0017- 
0019 and paragraphs 0030-0032). 

Regarding claim 28 Kishimoto discloses: A controller for an image forming apparatus to form 
an image on a recording medium, comprising: an output unit that outputs image data 
representing the image to be on the recording medium to the image forming apparatus (note 
paragraphs 0052-0054) a medium judging unit that judges the type of the recording medium 
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(note paragraphs 0029-0032) and an additional image selecting unit that selects a first image to 
be additionally formed on the recording medium together with the image when the judged type 
of recording medium falls under a predetermined category and selects a second image to be 
additionally formed on the recording medium together with the image when the judged type of 
recording medium is out of the predetermined category (note 0017-0019 also note 0029-0030 
and 0052-0053 and 0127-136). 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Saeid Ebrahimi-dehKordy whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7462. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri,8:00am-6:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Coles can be reached on 571-272-7402. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. Information 
regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application Information 
Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available 
through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from 
a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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